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An Exrnacr from a Proclamation to 
call a Parliament in the Year 1620, 
_ jointly drawn up by Lord Chan- 


ceꝙllor Verulam, Sir Edward Coke, 


the two Chief Juſtices, and Serjeant 
Crew. 


HE conſiderations in ſaid proclamation, 
for holding a parliament, amongſt many 


others, the following ones are mentioned: 


That the times may have introduced ſome things fit 


to be reformed, either by new laws, or by the mo- 
A 3 derate 


. 

derate deſires of our loving ſubjects, dutifully inti- 
mated to us, (wherein we ſhall ever be no lefs rea- 
dy to give them all gracious ſatisfaction, than their 
own hearts can deſire) we have reſolved, by the ad- 
vice of our Privy Council, to hold a parliament, 


Se. 


And becauſe, as well this great cauſe, (there to 
be handled amongſt the reſt, and to be weighed by 
the beam of the kingdom) as alſo the true and an- 
cient inſtitution of parliament, do require the lower 
houſe (at this time if ever) to be compounded of 
the graveſt, ableſt, and worthieſt members that 
may be found. We do hereby, out of the care of 
the common good, wherein themſelves are parti - 
cipant, (without all prejudice to the freedom of e- 
lections) admoniſh all our loving ſubjects (that have 
votes in the elections of Knights and Burgeſſes) of 
theſe few points following. 


Firſt, That they caſt their eyes upon the wor- 


thieſt men of all forts, Knights and Gentlemen, 
that are lights and guides in their countries, experi- 
"enced parliament men, wiſe and diſcreet ſtateſmen, 
that have been practifed in publick affairs, grave 
and eminent lawyers, ſubſtantial citizens and bur- 
geſſes, and generally fuch as are intereſſed, and 
have portion in the eſtate. ce Ros 


Secondly, That they make choice of ſuch as are 
well affected in religion, without inclining either to 
blindneſs or ſuperſtition, to ſchiſm or turbulent diſ- 
poſition. | 5 5 ä | 
1 Thirdly 
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Thirdly and laſtly, That they be truely ſenſible, 
not to diſvalue or diſparage the houſe with Bank- 
RUPTS AND NECESSITOUS PERSONS, THAT MAY 
DESIRE LONG PARLIAMENTS ONLY FOR PROTEC- 


TION; lawyers of mean account and eſtimation ; 


young men that are not ripe for grave conſultations ; 
mean dependants upon great perſons, that may be 
thought to have their voices under command, and 
ſuch like obſcure and inferior perſons ; ſo that, to 
conclude, we may have the comfort to ſee before 
us, the face of a ſufficient and well-compoſed houſe, 


ſuch as may be worthy to be a repreſentative of the 
third eſtate of our kingdom, fit to nouriſh a loving 


and comfortable meeting between us and our people, 
and fit to be a noble inſtrument, under: the bleſſing 
of almighty God, and our princely care and power, 
and with the loving conjunction of our prelates and 
peers, for ſettling of ſo great affairs, as are before 
expreſſed. 1 0 | = 


To the Gentlemen, Clergy, Freeholders, and 
Freemen, and to all true faithful and Joyal 
ſubjects to his Majeſty King Geos ot the Third, 
WHOM GOD LONG PRESERVE. „ 


Y friends and countrymen, you are exhorted 

in the name of all that is ſacred and valu- 

able, ſeriouſly to conſider of the TRusT you are 
going to repoſe in your repreſentatives; and the 
obligation you are under in conſcience to the ſove- 
reign ruler of all things, to a young King, who 
aſcends the Throne with every amiable virtue, ex- 
preſſed by mildneſs and diffidence, as you ſee by 
| 3 his 
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his firſt Speech * in council, and be aſſured, pene- 
tration and judgment will follow, and of courſe di- 
reck his actions; pray conſider, what can goodneſs 
do if always ſurrounded with deluſion? You muſt 
be careful therefore, of what Repreſentatives you 
ſend to parhament, and ſtrictly. examine whether 
they in all points agree and are conformable with 
the inſtructions pointed out from the throne; 
wherein you may 'obferve what care is taken to 
expreſs a deference, for the freedom of elections 
and the rights of freemen, that power may not 
be thought to uſurp upon liberty. Thoſe therefore, 
that know and underſtand the bleſſings of being 
free, muſt know that no Freeman or Freeholder 
ought to be prevailed on, either by bribe, fear of 
140 W I TOE: l oppreſſion, 
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At the court at Catleton-Houſe, the 25th-day; of Other, 1760, 
preſent, the King's Moſt Execllent Majeſty in council. 


His Majeſty being this day preſent in council, was pleaſed to 
make the following declaration, vi. 


H loſs that I and the nation have ſuſtained by the death 


of the king my grandfather, would have been ſeverely 
felt at any time, but coming ar ſo critical a juncture, and fo un- 
expected, it is by many circumſtances augmented, and the 
weight now falling upon me much increaſed ; I feel my own 


inſufficiency to ſupport it as I wiſh; but animated by the ten- 


dereſt affection for this my native courjtry, and depending on 
the advice, experience, and abilities of your lordihips, on the 
ſupport and aſſiſtance of every honeſt man, I enter with chear- 
fulneſs into this arduous ſituation, ard ſhall make it the buſineſs 
of my life to promote, in every thing, the glory and happi- 
neſs of theſe kingdoms, to preſerve, and ſtrengthen, both the 
conſtitution in church and ſtate; and as I mount the throne in 
the midſt of an expenſive, but juſt and neceſſary war, I ſhall 
endeavour to proſecute it in the manner the moſt likely to bring 
on an honourable and laſting peace, in concert with my allies. 
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[9] 
oppreſſion, baſe adulation of powerful men, or 
hopes of lucre and gain to proſtitute his vote in 
giving it for any of thoſe perſons that the Sove- 
reign himſelf informs you visvaLug and pispA- 
RAGE the houſe, viz. BankruPTs and NECESS1- 
rous PERSONS THAT MAY DESIRE LONG PARLIA- 
MENTS ONLY POR PROTECTION, lawyers of mean 
account and eſtimation, young men that are not fit 
for grave conſultations, mean dependants upon great 


perſons, that may be thought to have their voices 


under command, and ſuch like obſcure and in- 
ferior perſons; for in ſo doing you injure your 
country in the tendereſt and moſt vital part, and 
deſt roy that conſtitution which makes and pre- 
ſerves you free, defends your religion, rights and 


properties; a man capable of ſuch an action is 
the worſt of TRAVYTORS both to his King and 


Country; how can the beſt of Kings govern when 
you deceive him, and preſent him baſe tools to 
employ ? for his goodneſs looks upon your choice 
as a recommendation to his favour; if the Repre- 
ſentatives of the people debaſe and corrupt his 
government, the evil in that caſe is all of your 


own creating, you murmur at your Prince, when 
nothing can hurt and prejudice you but your own 
proſtitution; for if the fountain is corrupt, the 


ſtream maſt be foul and muddy, therefore 
CAVETE, take warning, do not under the name 
of Freemen prove yourſelves to be the baſeſt of 
ſlaves, and make the freedom you enjoy (like 
unto a ſword in a madman's hand) a weapon to 
murder your country. 1 
Enquire ſtrictly into the conduct of your late 
repreſentatives, honour and reſpect thoſe who 
have ſupported the government with loyalty and 
integrity 
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integrity, yet were ſteady to their truſt in regard 


to the true intereſt of their country. 


- But for thoſe who proſtituted their votes to 
faction, or bartered their votes for private profit, 
or made a monopoly of the favours of the crown, 
and without regard to merit, appropriated them 
folely to the creatures of their faction; ſpurn them 
from ſociety with contempt and ignominy; when 
you diſcard ſuch, you tell your King a moſt eflen- 


tial truth and guard him from BAD MEN; remark 
thoſe who have ABUSED power, and turned the 


edge of it againſt the innocent ſubject; remark 
thoſe ins0LENT in OrFice; remark thoſe who em- 
ployed craft, intrigue, and every means to plunder 
and deceive you, and our common maſter the 


7 


Do not engage your votes raſhly, but ſtrictly 


examine the actions of every gentleman among 
you; ſee into your ſtack of worthy men, their 


actions ſpeak them; do not be deluded by pomp, 
riches, titles, or power; when theſe Acc1DENTS 
are employed nobly, juſtly, and with humanity, 
they fairly demand a preference ; but when they 
are employed to corrupt, oppreſs, pervert the 
laws, bias juries, recommending baſe tools for 


Sheriffs, or low and mean people to be Juſtices of 


the Peace and Magiſtrates of your country, they 
then give you undoubted proofs of the violence, 
treachery, and baſeneſs of their own hearts ; and 
are not to be truſted. An honeſt cobler is worth 
a million of ſuch wretches. The acts of a worthy 

| 8 man 
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man are theſe, he is aiding and aſſiſting to the 
wants and neceſſities of his fellow creatures, he 
is juſt and punctual in his dealings, he is faith- 
ful to his God, his King, and his Friend; a mild 
but juſt adminiſtrator of the laws of his country, 
a peace-maker, a ſhining light to his neighbours, 
thinks nothing that can do good to mankind, 
below his care and attention ; is ever chearful 
and hoſpitable to his friends and neighbours, 
rejoices. at induſtry and the proſperity of his 
tenants and dependants ; improves his country, 


introduces uſeful arts, expels indigence by ma- 


nufactories, erects ſeminaries for the ignorant 
and deſtitute. : | 


” 


If you are ignorant of the characters of men, 
a, worthy man will tell you truth, for calumny 
dwells not in a generous mind ; but the man that 
would intoxicate you with liquor, or cajole you out 
of your vote, begins with deceit and will con- 
clude with treachery. Every good proteſtant goes 
to church, there examine your own hearts, and 


_ conſider the Freeholders Oath that you are to 


take. 
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affirm, as the caſe ſhall. be, that I am a free- 
holder, and have a freehold eſtate in lands, te- 
nements, or hereditaments, lying or being at 
n mA I, THC inthe county 
of | of the clear 
yearly value of ten pounds, or of forty ſhillings 


(as the caſe ſhall happen to be) above all charges 


payable out of the ſame, and that I believe the 
fame may be ſo let to a reſponſible tenant, and 


that I did not accept of ſuch freehold eſtate 
fraudulently, or on purpoſe to qualify me to give 


my vote at this election, and that the place of 
7700.0 
and that T have not been polled before 


at this election, and that I am not a Papiſt, or 


married to a Papiſt, nor do I educate or ſuffer 
to be educated, any of my children under the 
age of fourteen years in the popiſh religion. 


So Help me G OD. 


Now 


A. B. do Swear, or do ſolemnly ä and truly 


. Soon, | * 
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Now do not deceive yourſelves and facrifice 
your ſouls for any power upon earth; conſider 
what is the nature of your freehold, whether it is 
really and truly of the intrinſick value you (wear 
to, or fiftitions and only made to anſwer the pur. 
poſe of ſome falſe aſpiring man, who drives you 
like ſheep to the ſlaughter, and, not content to 
enſlave your bodies, makes no ſcruple to ſacrifice 
your ſouls to his baſe ambition. Will you ſerve, 
obey, or truſt ſuch a man? 


The only vote a freeholder can fafely ſwear to, 
I ſhall endeavour to deſcribe; it muſt be free and 
independant of the will and power of any man, 


neither mortgaged to the value, nor in the power 


of any one to take from you; moſt ſmall rent- 
charges are really occaſional votes, but where pa- 
piſts are occupiers of the lands, out of which 
ſuch rent charge ariſes, they are viſibly a fraud 
and an oppreſſion, the proteſtant is denied the be- 
nefit of occupying the land, and the racked papiſt 
ſaddled with the extorted rent-charge, this may be 
called a legal vote by lawyers, yet the man who 
approves it, ought clearly to ſhew the difference 
there 1s between that and committing forgery and 


perjury. Is there that madman, fool, or knave 


breathing, that would truſt ſuch a man with his 
property, or recommend him to his prince for a 
faithful ſervant? There is not a man in the world, 
that dare openly ſay he would. Other votes are 
granted ſeemingly as rent-charges, where pro- 
miſſory notes or agreements are made to give them 
up when required; this is a fraud and perjury to 

vote 


| [ 14 ] 
vote out of, Others have rent-charges ſubſiſting, 
perhaps for many years, and have only received 
one year's rent; this is alſo a fraud and perjury to 
vote out of, The conſequence of ſuch falſe votes 


is rendering the honeſt and ſubſtantial freeholder's 
vote of no effect. | 


Next to producing falſe votes, let us conſider 
the iniquity of robbing and quibbling honeſt free- 
holders out of their right of voting, as generally 
practiſed by election lawyers, to the ſhame and 
diſgrace of the profeſſion. when ſo debaſed and 
corrupted. By way of advice to ſheriffs, the worthy 
example of a man of integrity, Mr. Wetherelt, © 
ſherift of the Kings. County, who, upon opening 

his court, declared, without favour or affection, * 

that every man who offered his poll, ſhould per- 

form the requiſites required by act of parliament, 
and take the freeholder's oath ; that he would take 
down any objection that ſhould be offered, but 
would not ſuffer them to debate any matter in the 
court, till a ſcrutiny was demanded after he had 
gone thro' the poll. The recent inſtances of par- 
riality in ſheriffs that have happened within theſe 
few Years, will ſhew them what to avoid, if they 
mean not to be guilty of the higheſt breach of 
truſt to their king, and the greateſt injury and op- 
preſſion to their fellow ſubjects. Be upon your 
guard. my friends, for fear of ſurprize, preſerve #® 
peace and barmony in your countries, but do not 
be alarmed at the report of any faction's taking 
advantage of a favourite liſt of ſheriffs now in 
being, the crown that is ſo tender of the freedom 

of elections, will be careful to chuſe honeſt men 
for that ſervice. And as we all know, that this 


parliament 


ra 
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parliament is prorogued to April next, and that 


the vote of credit wiſely granted for the ſupport of 
government is not yet exhauſted, and that there 
are no wg occaſions for calling the parliament 
before the uſual time of ſupply ; that long days 
and ſummer time are more for the eaſe of the ſub- 


ject and diſpatch of buſineſs at elections, and of 


conſequence will render them more convenient, 
and not half ſo expenſive. Therefore it is not to 
be ſuppoſed that the perſons intruſted with his ma- 
jeſty's affairs in this kingdom, would be fo wanton, 
as to recommend a fallacy to a young and virtuous 
monarch, and by a trick create jealouſies and diſ- 
content only to anſwer the ends of a faction, 
from which God preſerve our king and this country, 
to which all good men will ſay Amen. 


That the power of goodneſs may direct you all 


for the beſt, 1s the hearty prayer of an honeſt man. 
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